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CHOSEN PEOPLES 
Chosen peoples demonstrates how biblical themes, ideas and metaphors 
shaped narratives of racial, national and imperial identity in the long 
nineteenth century. Amid spreading secu lar ism, the deve lopment of 
professional ised sc ience and the proclamat ion of 'modernity', biblical 
notions of l ineage, descent and inher i tance cont inued to inform 
understandings of race, nation and character at every level f rom the 
popular to the academic . 

Al though new ideas and discover ies we re chal lenging the historicity of the 
Bible, even markedly secular thinkers chose to explain their comp lex and 
radical ideas through biblical analogy. Denizens of the seething industrial 
cities of Amer ica and Europe championed or cri t icised them as New 
Je rusa lems and Modern Babylons, whi le modern nation states were 
contrasted wi th or l ikened to Egypt, G r e e c e and Israel. Imperial expansion 
prompted people to draw scriptural parallels, as European settler 
movements portrayed 'new' territories across the seas as lands of Canaan . 
Yet such language did not just travel in one direct ion. If many colonised 
and conquered peoples resisted the imposit ion of biblical narratives, they, 
also appropriated biblical tropes to their o w n ends. 

T h e s e original case-s tud ies , by emerging and establ ished scholars, throw 
new light on familiar areas such as slavery, co lonia l ism and the missionary 
project, whi le opening up excit ing c ross -compar i sons between race, 
identity and the politics of biblical translation and interpretation in South 
Afr ica, Egypt, Australia, Amer ica and Ireland. T h e book wi l l be essent ial 
reading for academic , graduate and undergraduate readers in empire, race 
and global religion in the long nineteenth century. 
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