
I n 2017, nearly six thousand people were 
killed in suicide attacks across the world. 

I n The Smile of the Human Bomb, G i d e o n A r a n 

dissects the m o r a l logic o f the suicide terror­

i s m t h a t l e d to those deaths . T h e b o o k is a 

f i r s t h a n d e x a m i n a t i o n o f the b o m b site at the 

m o m e n t o f the explos ion, d u r i n g the f irst few 

m i n u t e s after the e x p l o s i o n , a n d i n the last 

moments before the explosion. A r a n uncovers 

the suicide bomber's f i n a l preparat ions before 

e m b a r k i n g o n the suicide miss ion: the b o r d e r 

cross ing, the j o u r n e y t o w a r d the des ignated 

target, p e n e t r a t i o n into the site, a n d the be­

h a v i o r o f b o t h sides w i t h i n it. T h e b o o k sheds 

l ight o n the t r u t h o f the h u m a n bomb. 

A r a n ' s gritty a n d often d i s t u r b i n g account 

is bu i l t o n a foundat ion o f par t i c ipant observa­

t ion w i t h squads of pious J e w i s h volunteers who 

gather the scorched f ragments o f the dead af­

ter terrorist attacks; newly revealed documents, 

i n c l u d i n g i n t e r r o g a t i o n protocols; interviews 

w i t h P a l e s t i n i a n a r m e d res is tance m e m b e r s 

a n d r e t i r e d I s r a e l i c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m agents; 

observations o f f a i l e d suicide terrorists i n j a i l ; 

a n d conversations w i t h the acquaintances o f 

h u m a n bombs. 

The Smile of the Human Bomb provides n e w 

insights o n the M i d d l e E a s t confl ict , p o l i t i c a l 

v io lence, r a d i c a l i s m , v i c t i m h o o d , r i t u a l , a n d 

death a n d unvei ls a suicide t e r r o r i s m scene far 

different f r o m what is conventionally p ic tured . 

I n the e n d , A r a n discovers, the suic ide terror­

ist is a n u n r e m a r k a b l e f igure, a n d the c i r c u m ­

stances of his or h e r recru i tme nt a n d operation 

are prosaic a n d often acc identa l . T h e s m i l i n g 

h u m a n b o m b is n e i t h e r larger t h a n l i fe n o r a 

monster, but a n actor o n a h u m a n scale. A n d 

suicide t e r r o r i s m is a d r a m a i n w h i c h c l iches 

a n d c h a n c e events play t h e i r role. 
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