
This series illuminates the reception of Jesus in the first three centuries 
of Christianity, engaging with reception history, memory theory, and 
other interdisciplinary conceptual frameworks. Its scope includes the 
study of canonical and non-canonical texts, texts within the literary 
gospel genre and texts outside of this literary genre, as well as material 
and visual culture. The Reception of Jesus in the First Three Centuries 
monograph series expands and revises the current scholarly discussion 
of portrayals of Jesus inside and outside early Christianity.

Alan Kirk argues that memory theory, in its social, cultural, and cognitive 
dimensions, is able to provide a comprehensive account of the origins and 
history of the Jesus tradition; one capable of displacing the moribund form- 
critical model. He shows that memory research gives new leverage on a 
range of classic problems in gospels, historical Jesus, and Christian origins 
scholarship.

This volume brings together 12 essays published between 2001 and 2016, 
newly revised for this edition and organized under the rubrics of: ‘Memory 
and the Formation of the Jesus Tradition’; ‘Memory and Manuscript’; 
‘Memory and Historical Jesus Research’; and ‘Memory in 2nd Century 
Gospel Writing’. The introductory essay, written for this volume, argues that 
the old form critical model, in marginalizing memory, abandoned the one 
factor actually capable of accounting for the origins of the gospel tradition, 
its manifestation in oral and written media, and its historical trajectory.
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