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"Th e dominance of parody is Ken Frieden's po int of departure for the clear, reliable 

in t rodu ct ion we've been wait ing for to the remarkable t r io of writers who brought 

Yiddish in to the mainstream of modern European literatures." 

Yiddish literature, despite it s remarkable achievements dur ing an era bounded 

by Russian reforms i n the 1860s and the First W or ld War, has never before been 

surveyed by a scholarly monograph in English. Classic Yiddish Fiction provides 

an overview and in terprets the Yiddish fict ion of S. Y. Abram ovit sh, Sholem 

Ale ich em, and I . L. Peretz. W h i l e analyzing their works, Frieden situates these 

three authors i n t h eir literary wor ld and in relat ion to their cu lt u ral contexts. 

Two or three generat ions ago, Yiddish was the primary language of Jews in 

Europe and Am er ica. Today, fo llowin g the Nazi genocide and h alf a century of 

vigorous assim ilat ion, Yiddish is sinking in to ob livion. By p rovid ing a bridge to 

the lost con t in ent of Yiddish literature, Frieden returns to those European t rad i-

t ions. Th is journey back to Ashkenazic origins also encompasses broader horizons, 

since the development of Yiddish cu lture in Europe and Am er ica parallels the h is-

tory of other ethn ic t rad it ions. 

"Clear ly wr it t en, jargon free, th is book provides both an overview and close 

reading of the three masters of Yiddish literature. Drawing upon h istor ical, p o l i t i -

cal, social and religious events, Frieden provides the background that enriches his 

literary analysis." 

Ken Fr ieden holds the B. G. Rudolph Ch air in Judaic Studies at Syracuse 

Un iversit y, where he is a professor in the departments of English and Textual 

Studies, Languages, Literatures, and Linguist ics, and Religion. He has also wr it t en 

Freud's Dream of Interpretation, also published by SUNY Press, and Genius and 

Monologue. 
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