
Wit h its rich symbolism, complex narrat ive, 

and stunning imagery, the Apocalypse, or 

Revelat ion of Jo hn , is arguably the most 

memorable book in the Christ ian Bib le. In 

Apocalypse Illuminated, Richard Emmerson 

explores how this st riking visionary t ext 

is represented across seven centuries of 

medieval illust rat ions. 

Focusing on twenty- f ive of the most 

renowned illust rated Apocalypse manuscripts, 

f rom the earliest extant Carolingian ones 

produced in the ninth century to the deluxe 

Apocalypse made for the dukes of Savoy and 

completed in 1490, Emmerson examines 

not only how they illust rate the biblical 

t ext , but also how they interpret it for 

specif ic and increasingly diverse audiences. 

He discusses what this imagery shows us 

about expectat ions for the Apocalypse as 

the year 1 0 0 0 approached, its relat ionship 

to Spanish monast icism on the Christ ian-

M uslim front ier and to t hirt eenth- century 

Joachim ist prophet ic beliefs, and the 

polemical reinterpretat ions of Revelat ion 

that arose at the end of the M iddle Ages. 

The result ing study includes historical and 

stylist ic comparisons, highlights innovat ive 

features, and t races iconographic cont inuit ies 

over t ime, including the recurring pat terns, 

events, f igures, and mot ifs that characterize 

Apocalypse illust rat ions throughout 

the M iddle Ages. 

Gorgeously illust rated and writ ten in lively 

and accessible prose, this is a masterly analysis 

of over seven hundred years of Apocalypse 

manuscripts by one of the most preeminent 

scholars of medieval apocalypt icism. 
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