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This book explores t he contemporary phenomenon of forced marriage and 'honour' 

killings in Britain. Set  against  a background of increasing'honour'-based violence w it h in 

t he count ry's South Asian and M uslim Diasporas, t he book traces t he development  of t he 

'honour' quest ion over t he past  t w o decades. It  accordingly witnesses unprecedented 

changes in public awareness and government  policy including ground-breaking 

'honour'-specific legislat ion and the criminalisat ion of forced marriage. All of which makes 

Britain an import ant  context  for t he study of t his now indigenous and self-perpetuat ing 

social problem. 

In considering t he scale of t he challenge and its underlying causes, at t ent ion is paid t o 

t he intersect ions of gendered power st ructures t hat  disadvantage female members of 

'honour' cultures as w ell as feminist  theories t hat  seek t o explain t hem. The book features 

five key case-studies of 'honour ' killings and draws f rom a wide range of narrat ives including 

those of 'honour' violence survivors, grassroots service providers and legislators. Such 

myriad of perspectives reveals the complexity of the 'honour' issue and the deep ideological 

divisions t hat  characterise i t . W i t h t he UK's mult icult uralist  discourse unable t o reconcile 

protect ing pat riarchal m inor it y cultures w i t h safeguarding gender equalit y and human 

rights, the book raises fundamental quest ions about  the country's future direct ion. Following 

a long t rend of state-sponsored integrat ionist  policies, t he government 's response t o t he 

'honour' quest ion points decisively in t he direct ion of a 'post -mult icult ural' Brit ish nat ion. 

This is a st rongly argued and passionate account  of the violence some women from 

minority ethnic communit ies face in today's Brit ish society. Drawing on original empirical 

research, Christ ina Julios makes public that  which is often deemed to be private. Significant ly, 

the book moves away from an individual analysis to examine violence as the systemat ic 

violat ion of human rights. This is an important  and t imely book. 
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