PREFACE

In the two years that have elapsed since the first International Conference on Biomedical
Ontology, held in Buffalo in 2009, the num ber of applications of ontologies in biomedicine has
greatly increased, and so also has the range and functionality of associated software tools. The
broad scope of current biomedical ontology research is well illustrated by the present volume,
which includes contributions on ontologies at all scales, from genes, proteins and cells to
mammalian anatomy, from biomedical investigations to the Electronic Health Record, and from
adverse event reporting to the modeling of human physiology.

Like its predecessor, the second ICBO conference, also held in Buffalo, is based on the
recognition that these different ontologies need to w ork together if we are to m aximize the
degree to which they can serve the needs of researchers and clinicians in supporting the
integration of diverse bodies of data. The conference accordingly brings together scientists and
informaticians developing and us ing ontologies across the entire spectrum of bi ology and
clinical and translational medicine.

We are pleased to acknowledge the support of many individuals and institutions in the making
of this conference. First, the NIH National Human Genome Research Institute provided a
conference grant (R13HG006231-01), which funded a number of generous fellowships to early
career participants, and also funds for the N ational Center for Biomedical Ontology (NCBO),
which provided valuable scientific and organizational assistance, and sponsored a panel on the
topic of ontology technology in support of clinical and translational Science. Second, the Protein
Ontology Consortium, who sponsored a panel on proteins and diseases. Third, the members of
the Organizing and Program Committees, and especially Olivier Bodenreider, for indispensable
support in crucial phases of the c onference preparation. Fourth, Computer Task Group and
Cognigen Corporation, for their sponsorship of conference receptions. Fifth, the University at
Buffalo for providing logistical services. And finally, Sandra G. Smith, for exercising her
conferencing organizing skills in ways which go far beyond the call of duty.
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